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I. Treatment of the letter, about the letter and about its composition (materia) 


All Latin letters have two or three elements; Sergilius introduces himself and his intellectual lineage from 
Virgilius and Aeneas; a faux quotation from Virgilius Maro Grammaticus about the necessity, for the 
student of philosophy, of knowing the strokes of letters before the letters, and the letters before the words. 


The Latin bithaeriae (‘letters') are tripartite or bipartite in their nungulae ('strokes'). The bitheriae of 
the Hebrew and Greek lisina (‘language') are quinquepartite (penplices), quadripartite (quanplices), 
tripartite or bipartite. In terms of their nungae ('strokes'), nungulae (‘half-strokes') and marks 
(notae), all Latin bitteriae are bipartite or tripartite; or in terms of their marks, dots (pugti) and spots 
(pungi)? 

Here begin the names of the nugae ('strokes'), nungulae ('half-strokes') and marks, the 
components (materia) of the bitheriae ('letters') of the silae trilae ('three languages’), (written) by 
Sergilius the philosopher, the student of Virgilius, the son of Ramuth,’ who was a grammarian of 
philosophy,’ and who taught us? about the nungulae and nungae and marks used to make the 
betheriae (‘letters'), about the betheriae making up articulflae (‘articulated’) words; and Eneas‘ 
likewise spoke about the marks making up the betheriae, and about the betheriae making up words, 
and and other wonderful things similar to these. 


And Virgilius said: “A person cannot investigate the investigation of reason unless they have 
first learned about the nungulae, nungae and marks making up the exclatae and asclatae letters;’ 
which of the letters make up the philosophical words and other similar (words); from what 
components (materia) the letter is made — it is made from nungula, nuga and nota —; all lisinae 
(‘languages’) are produced from the palamatio (‘character' of a letter).” 


II. Here begins the treatment of the composition (materia) of the letter 


Names of palamatio (character or letter) in the three languages; faux quote from Virgilius about the order, 
origin and names of the alphabet; the division of letters into vowels and consonants, and of consonants 
into semivowels and mutae. 


What is palamatio (‘character') called in the three languages? Palpha in Hebrew, palda in Greek, 
palamatio in Latin.’ Therefore all signs are called palamationes. 


Virgilius said: “Because it is now such a wonderful undertaking but of uncertain order (sedes), 
look what the order is: ABC DEFGHIKLMNOPQRST VX, and two Greek (letters): Y Z. 
These are the signs from which all letters are made up,’ which is why the one who gave the separate 
rudiments is called by the name of a philosopher. He is named Mercury, the son of Latinus — hence 





1 Richard M. A. Marshall, “Studies on the 'Ars Grammatici Sergif{li}i' with an Edition”, in: The Journal of Medieval 
Latin vol. 20 (2010), pp. 167-231. 

2 Two variations of puncti. 

3 It has been theorized that this is a distortion of Virgilius Maro, but it seems just as plausible that Sergilius would 
invent a name for Virgilius' father. 

4 An unusual, but motivated expression. Virgilius himself had written little about letters and more about wisdom, but 

Sergilius' version of Virgilius teaches about the letters in preparation of studying philosophical words. 

Le., Virgilius taught Sergilius. 

Aeneas is a (fictional) teacher to whom Virgilius often refers. 

According to one set of glosses, this means letters 'entered into a word' and letters 'ordered' (alphabetically?), 

respectively. 


ANN 


Latinity arose —, and he said:'A BC DEFGHIKLMNOPQRSTVXY Z, rudiment 
(rudimentum) in Hebrew, abicitorium (‘abecedarium') in Greek, order of letters (ordo litterarum) in 
Latin."” 


Give me the substance of the letter!!! 

It is name, force and figure.” And some add more, so that they are six: soul, virtue and body." 
Therefore all letters are either vowels or consonsants, and the following subdivision follows from 
these: either semivowels, mutae or vowels.'* 

Which are the vowels? 

AEIOU. 

Which are the semivowels? 

FLMNRSX. 

Which are mutae? 

BCDGHKPQT. 


III. Here begins the treatment of what components (materia) the letter is made of 


Directions for the shape and direction of each pen-stroke and their order in every letter, together with 
pseudo-Hebrew and pseudo-Greek names for these strokes. 


A (a). What are the three virgultae ('strokes') called in the three languages? In Hebrew: abst, ebst 


and ubst. How in Greek? Albs, elbs and ulbs. How in Latin? Two slanted strokes (virgae) and one 
straight line from the top. 


B (b ). In Hebrew these marks are: dabst and debst. In Greek: dalbs and delbs. In Latin: a half- 
slanted stroke and a semicircle, but on the right (lit. 'southern') side of the figure. 


C. In Hebrew this mark is: dubst. In Greek: dulbst.'° In Latin: a semicurcle on the left (lit. 
‘northern’) side. 


D (d ). In Hebrew these marks are: dabs and dibs. In Greek: dolbex and dilbex. In Latin: a 
semicricle from the left (lit. 'northern') side and a straight line from the top. 


E (£? ). In Hebrew these marks are: cupst, cipst and dolban. In Greek: calbs, celbs and cilbs. 
In Latin: three individual (strokes). 


F ( ç ). In Hebrew these marks are: cupst, cipst and dolban. In Greek: colbs, calbs and dalbs. In 
Latin: one draws a straight stroke from the top, a straight stroke from its middle and a slanted stroke 
above its first starting point. 


G (3 ). In Hebrew these marks are: tabst and tebst. In Greek: talbst and telbst. In Latin: a 
straight stroke is drawn from the left side to the right side, and a slanted stroke in a from there back 
and forth in a zig-zag (huc illuc atque illinc). 


H (? ). In Hebrew these marks are: dubsan and debsan. In Greek: dasian and exilen. In Latin: 
two axes facing each other.'® 





8 All three words are made up. 

9 A somewhat strange choice of words, since we have just been told the letters, not the marks that make them up. 

10 All three names are Latin, although abicitorium is deliberately distorted. 

11 Is this a dialogue between Sergilius and his teacher? 

12 Le., for example, the name Be, the sound /b/, and the symbol <B>. 

13 A joke. 

14 Consonants divide into semivowels (which can be pronounced indefinitely without a vowel) and mutae (silent letters 
or 'stops') which require a vowel to be pronounced. 

15 Perhaps rather dulbs. 

16 The description in IV is different, and probably refers to the glyph H. 
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I (i). In Hebrew these marks are: dibst and dobst. In Greek: dilbst and delbst. A straight stroke 
from above, and another drawn above it. 


K. In Hebrew these marks are: asan, aban and eban. In Greek: ason, elban and alban. In Latin: 
a straight stroke from the top, and two follow after from the middle of the palamatio (‘character'). 
L (|). In Hebrew this mark is: dabst. In Greek: dalbst. In Latin: a straight stroke, half-slanted 


one.” 
M (m ? ). In Hebrew these marks are: eban, uban and iban. In Greek: olban, ulban and ilban. 
In Latin: a stroke with a slanted beginning; another, similar one; and a straight stroke from the top.'® 


N (n ). In Hebrew these marks are: erban and arban. In Greek: erbasta and arbasta. In Latin: a 
straight stroke from the top and another with a slanted beginning. 


O. In Hebrew this mark is: orban. In Greek: orbasta. In Latin: a circle. 


P. In Hebrew these marks are: urban and irban. In Greek: urbusta and irbusta. In Latin: a 
straight line from above and a semicircle on the right (lit. 'southern') side. 


Q (q ). In Hebrew these marks are: dobst and urban. In Greek: dulbst and urbasta. In Latin: a 
semicircle on the left (lit. 'nothern') side, and a straight stroke from the top on the right (lit. 
‘southern’) side. 


R (p? ). In Hebrew these marks are: falsa and folsa. In Greek: fassa and fossa. In Latin: a 
straight stroke from the top and another in the likeness of a corner (? angulus). 


S (T ). In Hebrew these marks are: dubthan and dabthan. In Greek: dabstan and delbstan. In 
Latin: a straight stroke from the top and the third or fourth of a circle. 


T (c ). In Hebrew these marks are: dobthan and dabthan. In Greek: dobstan and debstan. In 
Latin: a straight stroke and the third or fourth of a circle. 


V (u ). In Hebrew these marks are: barban and berban. In Greek: barbs and berbs. In Latin: a 
straight stroke from the top, but slanted at the bottom; and a straight stroke from the top, 


X. In Hebrew these marks are: berban and banban. In Greek: burbsta and berbstan. In Latin: a 
straight stroke descending towards the right part, and a stroke ascending towards the right part. 


IV. Here begins the treatment of the Latin letters, which a certain wise man has explained 


A collection of information about each letter, including classification as vowel, semivowel or muta; letter 
shape; use in abbreviations; allegorical Christian meaning; and a variety of other things. This section may 
not be by Sergilius, but several elements appear to be derived from Virgilius Maro Grammaticus; if this 
was only joined to I-III by a copyist, it was done with good judgment. 


A is a vowel composed of three strokes (virgultae),'” hence it is said to be twofold in its sound” and 
tripartite in its figure. 

By what names is it called? 

Aleph in Hebrew, Alfa in Greek, A in Latin. 

Why is A the first of the letters? 

Because the first of the names for human beings was Adam; and the soul (anima) which is said 
to belong to him; and the angel (angelus) which brought it. It did not exist before the age when 
souls were created by the living God. 





17 The one exception from Sergilius' rule that all letters have two or three elements. 

18 From the description in IV, it seems that the straight stroke should come first, as it does in the glyph m. 
19 Virgultae is used throughout in IV. 

20 Short and long /a/. 


Its twofoldness signifies the two testaments. The three strokes from which it is joined signifies 
the type of the Trinity. 

Why are they joined? 

It shows the type of the one God, because the three persons are called one God. 

A is read as the adverb of a number; it signifies guingenties (five hundred times).” 


B (b ) is a muta (‘stop’) and a consonant made up of two strokes (virgultae). 

It signifies the two testaments. 

One is shorter, the other longer, because the labor is shorter than the reward.” 

B existed before the ages in name and function, because God is good (bonus) and his work is 
good. 


C, being bent, shows the typ of the Church, and signifies that it is helped by God, because the 
Church has freedom of choice. 
C makes the adverb of the number, namely centies (‘one hundred times'). 


D (d ) is a muta, which, when a stroke is placed above,” makes the sound of a vowel and a 
consonant, as, next to s, deus ('God'), and next to m, deum (accusative of 'God'). 
It is written with two strokes, and signifies the two testaments. 


E ( £ ) shows the type of the Trinity with its three strokes. 
F ( p ) is bipartite and signifies the two testaments. 


G (3 ) has this rule, that it is often written with a mark (virga) above, like g (for) Gneus.”* 

It is written with two strokes, and it signifies the two testaments. 

And when placed next to a vowel it fulfils (the function) of a number [unintelligible], like ag 
'six-hundred' and ga ‘one hundred.” 


H, which is a muta ('stop') and a consonant, and sometimes a sign of aspiration, like in homo 
(‘human’), although it is called a letter. 

It is written with two strokes and signifies the two testaments, and one straight between those 
other two, which signifies the type of Christ between the two laws. 


I (i) is a vowel. 
In what ways it is used? 
Out of the eight parts of speech, 
(1) 7is a noun as the name of the letter; 
(2) I is a pronoun, namely unus unius (‘one');”° 
(3) J is the imperative of the verb eo (‘to go'); 
(4) J is an adverb as semel (‘once');”’ 
(5) It is a participle, because it fulfils part of the role of a noun and part of a verb;”® 
(6) It is also a connection of two syllables into one, as in aio;” 
(T) I is a preposition when in is said, because it is placed before n;*° 





21 This is an invention modelled on Virgilius. 

22 Of course the line, which is first, is longer than the second. 

23 ds, overlined, is an abbreviation for deus. 

24 Classically, the name Gnaeus was abbreviated by Cn. 

25 An invention in the spirit of Virgilius. 

26 Jas a numeral means 'one', and all derivatives thereof. 

27 Another example of the use of Roman numerals. 

28 Sergilius is cheating; just because 7 can be a noun or a verb, it does not become a participle (which refers to a 
specific combination of nominal and verbal features). 

29 A pun: i may not be a conjunction (coniunctio), but it is a connection (coniunctia). 

30 This seems far-fetched, but Sergilius is probably thinking of in spelled as i with a mark (virga) above, i.e., î. 
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(8) J is an interjection like Evax.*! 

It is writtern with a straight (recta) stroke from the top and another placed above it, which 
shows the type of God, because he is just (rectus). 

It is called Joth in Hebrew, Jota in Greek, J in Latin. Of what gender is /? 

Masculine, feminine or neuter (hic et haec et hoc i). 


K shows the type of the human, that is, good and evil with two senses. 


L (|) is a consonant and semivowel, which has this rule, that every syllable which ends in / is 
shortened,” like semes, except for one name, that is Tanaquil. 


M ( m ) is signified by three strokes, and it signifes the trinity which is connected above 
(superglutinatur); that is, the one power of the trinity which rules over all things. 


N (n ) signifies the two testaments, because its character is signified by two gammas,” which it 
connects above and not below, because the two testaments have unlike substance yet like meaning. 
Why is the prior stroke straight and the later had a slanted beginning? 
Because the meaning is more exalted than the history.” 
Sometimes is is a pronoun, when it is written with another mark (virga), like 7, which is noster 
(‘our’). 
O is a vowel, which is called the type of the crown. It is called O in all three languages.” 


P which is put before liquidae,” as in plantaverunt vineas (‘they planted the vines’). 
It is signified by two strikes, one straight, the other slanted. 


Q (q ) is a consonant and a muta ('stop'), which has this rule, that the sign is placed before the 
vowel u, but doubled.’ 


R (pn ) is signified by two strokes. It signifies the two testaments. 
S (T ) is composed of two strokes. It signifies the two testaments. 


T (c) is made up of two strokes, one straight and one slanted. 
It is a type of the body and the soul: the body is from the earth, the soul from heaven.** 


V (u ) is made up of two strokes, one straight and one slanted; that is, it signifies the good word 
and the bad. 


X is a semivowel which is signified by (a line) crossed by a stroke (virga). It signifies the type of 
the cross. 

Why is it called a double consonant? 

Because it fulfils the function of two letters, as in dixerunt; this letter is c and s in its sound, but 
in writing x. 

I am telling you “in its sound”; how does it fulfil that of c? 

As in Xristus.° 

How the function of s? 





31 An interjection of joy used by Plautus. 

32 What is meant is word-final syllables. 

33 The name of the Greek letter seems to be used in the sense of stroke here. 

34 So the first stroke and the top part in which the three strokes are connected both signify the meaning. 

35 The ancient Greek name of Omicron is indeed simply O, but there is no Hebrew letter O. 

36 The liquidae are /mnr. 

37 Sergilius seems to be conflating two rules in this sentence: firstly, that q is always spelled with the digraph qu = 
/kw/, secondly, that in old-fashioned spelling, a /k/ sound before an /u/ would also be spelled as gu — hence quum (or 
quom) for cum /kum/. 

38 Heaven is above, earth is below; the straight is superior to the slanted. 

39 Here X is pronounced as /k/, because it is really the Greek letter Chi, not the Latin Zx. 
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As the letter serves in Xerxes.” 
Y is a bipartite’! vowel, as in hymnus.” 


Z, as it were, fulfills the function of two letters, which are d and s, as in Mezentius.* 
How does it have the function of d? 
As in Zabulus,” i.e. Diabolus. 
How does it have the function of s? 
As in “king Zabulon“ and king Naphtali.” 





40 Presumably pronounced /serks-/ rather than the original /kserks-/. 

41 Bipartite because it is made of two lines. 

42 As Greek letters, Y and Z are omitted in III; yet they are included here in IV. 

43 /medz-/ or /mets-/. 

44 Of course Zabulus is not pronounced /dia-/ but something like /dz-/; Sergilius is not cleanly distinguishing between 
etymology, pronunciation and orthography. 

45 /zab-/ or perhaps /sab-/. 


